Viscount Halifax

Trafalgar Square did, I should think, pretty well [Edward wrote
to his mother]. I was very much uplifted by the reception that
those thousands of people gave to Papa; most moving. There were
a great many people, and the greatest possible enthusiasm.14

It is recorded of Halifax that he became so vehement in his
indignation that lie first broke his umbrella and then knocked
off a policeman's helmet.

The debate dragged on through November. Halifax thought
some of his allies most disappointing.

Neither Michael Hicks-Beach [Lord St. Aldwyn] nor the Duke
[of Devonshire] has the faintest conception of what we mean by
the Church, nor do I find that they really care for Christian liberty
or Christian dogma. I mean the rights of Christian liberty and
Christian dogma, which are matters outside belief. Lord Balfour
of Burleigh, though a Presbyterian, has the heart of the matter in
him. He is in earnest and cares. These two do not.15

Some of the Lords Spiritual were worse than their temporal
brethren. By the end of the month one prelate deserved 'to be
unfrocked,' and the bishops generally were * disgraceful/16

Nevertheless the Bill went back to the Commons changed
out of recognition. What Halifax now feared was 4an miworthy
compromise'17, such as he suspected, with some justification,
that the Archbishop of Canterbury might be designing. But
tempers were too high for concession on either side to be easy.
The Commons contemptuously rejected the Lords' amend-
ments and, although at a Lansdowne House conference the
Archbishop supported a conciliatory policy, Mr. Balfour was
for fighting.

Halifax wrote daily to his wife from London, now hopeful,
now despairing. The King was said to be pressing the party
leaders to come to an agreement and the Archbishop was 'ac-
tive*; but the Bishop of London was not budging an inch. On
December i8th the party leaders had a conference at Crewe